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imprisonment in the USSR S0X1-HUM
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June 1945 to the end of 1946:
The end of 1946 to June 1947:
g::e to gctaber 19471

ober 1947 to February 1949:
Fabruary 1949 to iday 1949:
day to November 1949:
Hovember 1949:
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Qamps Krasnilguch, schasoht Kari-rarx anc
g:imtgoz. Uk¥aine., /

b. Political information

1) In all the caups

| the prisoners wers

forced to attend politifal PRgpds Gounses.
a8t least twice a ;,:ak ufurp:grk. Vuh ve
they consisted only of general in
At the end of 1946, howsver, i
against the United States and
dmerican posters were diaplayed 11 the camps.

Until the end of 1945, this pro
German prisoners who were ungwre pf
Gersany. In 1947, however, when

pecple of Germany, the prisoners :

2)

ted several Lours.
etripation in the darxist theories.
the propaganda was clearly direoted
courgiries of “estern

These courses, held
Until 1946,

Europs, and anti-

da was quite successful among the
fL the fate of the people of ocoupied
rrespengdence was peruitted with the
lged tnat the propaganda was out~

rageously exaggerated and mi sxisting Soviet regime in Jermany
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was far from the picture painted for tligs by the Soviet authorities.
In general, it can te aaid that very few of the priscners actually
adopted the Communist theories. Many of them appeared to follow iarx'
teachings in order to avoeld toriure and ;?wrahc ;reatment.
} Sunkeve

3) At Arscha thers were 3,000 prigoners and at Tcherni gc:iwo, 2,500. A1l
together in this srea in the Urals there were approximately 16,000
prisoners in 1946,

4)

5)

50X1-HUM

6)

7) At Krasnilguch, 8 camp of 900 prisoners. Although the
propaganda prog: was even more iftense than at the osmps in the
Urals (compulseryattendance three times a week or no food), the results

wers not encouraging to the Soviets. After 1947, the prisoners were
gontinually subjected to the Soviet pro ds and to harsh ireatment,

8) At Schacht Karl-darx, 150 kms. south of <rasnilguch, 3,000 prisoners

. worked in the coal mines. The Soviet naie of the locality is not known
QM:L The propaganda program here was similar to that at Krasnilguch.  50X1-HUM
~ rama.tore S ' ,
9) At Krimates, a place on the edge of the .Jonets Basin 40 kms. from Stalino,
1,200 prisoners worked. At lielitopol, anly 500, but this was a very important
propagands center. Propaganda was less “mportant at Sevastopol where 1,800
prisoners worked ceaselesdy on reconstryction projects.

10} The propaganda was directly controlled Y7 the xVD. The Soviet officers wio
belonged to this service gave the texts <o Cerman Comunist interpreters
{usually PW's themselves) and to memberd of Antifa, a special school waich
was sttended oply by prisoners known to he convinced Communists. In all tte
gaaps, large or small, there were stool pigeons who reported the names of

these prisoners who attended the courseg unwillingly.
, 1
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11) In 1949 the Soviets reported in thelr prdéocaganda courses that the Belgian

Communist Party had received 90% of the votes in the June 1949 elections,
Kramatorsk. '

12) At Xrimatos 30 German prisoners attended an intifa school simultaneously
with 12 Soviet officers, All the Germans were volunteers. Similar schools
existed in Moscow and Stalino. At Karakdsch (neir Krasnilouch), 1,200 men
attended speclal courses, They consisted of former S3 men or members of the

Adolf Hitler Leibatandarte, 50X1-HUM

-
-

13) At Odessa, during these courses, the Soviots asked those prisoners who were
sbout to be repatriated to devote themselves to spreading Communist propagands
in their own countries and to agitate at’anti-Conmunist meetings, promising
them help in case of eventual trouble. They were told to agitate espacially
among the young peopls, 13-16 years of aje, so that an elite corps of Comrunists
would be formed for use at a later date,’ The Belgian prisoners were also asked
to fight against the return of Leopold IY¥I. Bxplain to the people of the West,
they were told, that the Soviets would mbke a velitable Eden of their countries,
thet the regimes would differ from that kpplied to the Joviet Union by reason
of the differences of race, mentality, etc.

14) At Pentecost, 1947, the F¥'s had organized a religious fete with the few.means
: they had at hand, The Soviats, seéing that so far their propagania nad been
in vain, stated that the prisoners would not be sent home before 1949.
{ .
6. Industrisl information. ‘

1) The prisoners were not aapablol of furnishing much s
information as they were kept away from the interssting industries. Those who 50X1-HUM
gave information in detail usually exaggerated. The Soviet population themselves

know very little of the resources of the&ir country.
2) At Lrmoks . ' !

2) Abhvechs, ______ o s ds Tostldts, | s0X1-HUM
30,000 Soviets worked in the blast fumaces to ch no prisoners were admitted. )

014 iron and steel arrived by train but %he finished material was shipped cut
in sealed cars. It probably consisted éf armor for tanks, At the beginning of
1946 there was a large explosion in the :Vicinity, but there was never any talk

sbout 4it,
Channiicave :
3) At Tehernikovo, JA packing case factory was \
also located here. The cases, of va.r!.ouis sizes, were shipped empty to Arscha. 50X1-HUM

4 thers -
were very important ifdustiffes located dt Scheloupinsk-in the Urals. S0X1-HUM
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5) At Odas;a&‘ construction of a new factory called KREKTN 7 50X1-HUM
which was to serve as an ol refinary. The 01l will be carrled to the ’

port by means of a subterranean canal, built at a depth of 2.5 meters. . T
The factory, which has a radius of 2.5 kms. is econnectad wlth the port %

by a canal 3 lm. long., It was completet in July and immediately all the

priscners were removed.

6) At Krasnilpuch
There were at that lgcation @@ C J .

50X1-HUM

7) At Schaght Karl-Marx there were nd i ket frke frgyminm

m,&,* ohe .!‘r;t ¥ .

8 At m.fzriom import ant iadustries oxtended for 9 kms. The
prisoners were admitted only in the first 4 loms., working in the founderies,
stealworks and factories which nanufactired tanks and naval vessels. In the
sone where prigoners were not adeiited, thers were four blast fumaces and
seven large bulldings whose purpose the' prisoners wers never able to determine.
Seventy-five thousand men were emfloyed in these industries, working night and
day in eight-hour shifis. ' _ .

9)

PO

e . R
= o N, -
eonstruoting an "autostrade” from Moscow

20 50X1-HUM
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10)  Sevastopol | |
The town had been com?cfﬁy destroyed during the war,

Wt the barragks had been reconstructed az well as a new barracks housing

2,000 soldiers. Y¥ilitary garrisons were numerous. fhe entire population

was occupied in the resonstruction of the tom and of the fortress. The ,/

fortress possesses an underground two-track rzilwmay, 16 ims. long. The
railway was forbjdden to the prisoners.

d. Misgellaneous information.

1) The prisoners were always badly cared !‘or and 111 treat:d until 1947 at
which time the treatment was anclionto}i. .

2) Tre Soviet soldiers sald that if there were another war they would take only
* as many prisoners as they could care for. Others said that the PW's still
" remaining in Russia at the outbreak of hnother conflict would be killed,
1ice of the
3) The Russian people are completely domincted by the/regime. Communism is said
to be in regreasion and the population 'focls that a new war will liberate it
from the Coumunist leaders. The iorhris asked the priscners how ths Asericans
treated their prisoners. In case of , numercus Soviets reportedly will ve
defeatists. Tue workers were interssted in the fate of countrffs "occupled”
by the Americana. i ) .
~ A

ey

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/07/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009300110006-0



Declassmed in Part Samtlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/07/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009300110006-0

. SELKET

- 5 -

4’) Police control 1is wogh too strong topeﬁni;t a revolt.

- 5) The USSR does not hide its extreme fear of the American air pq%mr.
|

&) Prisoners who signed an agreement hever td carry ®rms against the USSR
were given uupplmentar;f rations. )

g

7) Those who did not want to attend the propaieénda courses were interrogated
on their past, that of their parents and qir grandparents. These inter-
rogations were exhausting, lasting four tn five hours, and were accompanied
by barsh gcorporal punishment. TYf a prisoner eould not state precisely where
his grandfather was born or died he was sqspoctad.

8) In principda prisoners were permitted to \trita one latter a month after 1947,
- but nine out of ten letters disappeared. 1
) The Soviets state officially that there u%o atill 890,000 men in prison camps
. in the USSR. There are probably about 804000 more in the camps than are ‘men-
. tloned in the statistics. The prisoners ¢all thege camps "Schwelgenlagern”
(exaps of sllence). Such a canp exists a§ Melitopol. '1 these camps, a
functionaire of the YYD guards 100 prisongrcs and the cantml is extremely
severe.

50X1-HUM
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